
I joined the Psychology Department in the College of Arts and Sciences in 1988.  Promotion to associate professor with tenure came about with the help of a cadre of graduate students who were the best any faculty member could possibly hope to have the privilege of training.  Promotion to full professor followed with the help of a new cohort of equally talented graduate students.   Our multidisciplinary research teams are productive because I try to create an environment where people can excel.  Several years ago, I was honored to become the Robert H. and Anna B. Culton Professor of Psychology in the Center for Research on Violence Against Women (CRVAW) where I hope to use my skills as a clinical scientist to make a difference.   My scholarly accomplishments to date reflect my passion for doing science that serves the needs of others.  With interests in head and neck pain, underage drinking, and self control in high risk situations, I hold joint appointments in the Colleges of Dentistry and Medicine.

I am a teacher and regularly guide students from many of our Colleges (e.g., Nursing, Education, and Arts & Sciences to name a few) through Development Psychology, PSY 223.  A quality education matters to me, and I enjoy being in the classroom with undergraduates.    I also teach graduate students in clinical psychology and dentistry how to use psychology to improve health outcomes.   My goal is to insure students have the knowledge, skills and desire to do their best.  

My service starts with my practice as a board certified clinical psychologist.   In 1989, I developed a clinical training program for psychology graduate students in the Orofacial Pain Center and last year completed a pilot training program in Women’s Health that will become a regular program on July 1.  My students see me model the delivery of health care services as we work together.   Second, I served on a broad range of University committees/organizations (University Senate, Executive Committee of the CRVAW, search committees for the Deans of Dentistry and Medicine, Chair of the Arts and Sciences Social Sciences Advisory Committee) and helped national organizations (consultant to the Naval Postgraduate Dental School, Council of the American Academy of Orofacial Pain, reviewer for NIH).  I am experienced working effectively with individuals who have different perspectives to accomplish mutually agreed upon goals.

In my own way, I do the mission of the University--research, teaching and service.   I know how to get things done and work with others who don’t share my point of view.  As a department chair, I focused my attention on people, money, and space.   I live and work in a building over 100 years old; I have first hand experience trying to insure that faculty have the resources to do the best science and students have state of the art classrooms when no new buildings are on the horizon.  If given the responsibility of a trustee, I will do my best to advocate for people, money, and space across the University.


